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C. W. A. TRAFFIC SURVEYS 


In the February issue of Traffic Engineering, atten- 
tion was ctlled to the Traffic Survey Projects which were being 
developed under the Civil Works Administration. This work is 
under the direct leadership of Sidney J. Willtams with the co- 
operation of three Seneral Supervisors, including - Burton h. 
Marsh, Earl J. Reeder and Maxwell Halsey. P. J. Stupksa is 
serving as Assistant to Mr. Williaaus. All of these individuals 
are Members cf the Institute. 


More than 130 cities and towns have indicated a =) 


desire for local traffic studies, thirty of which have been 


started. State-wide surveys (including rural districts) are a's 


being conducted in 2 states and 1 state is sponsoring surveys 
in 4 of its lergest cities. 


This activity has a two-fold purpose: 


1 - To furnish & comprehensive study of local 
traffic problems with recommendations for improve- 
ments and for the solution of future traffie problems. 1 


2- To furnish infornation on a large scaie and 
a uniforn basis for nation-wide study of certain out- 
standing probleas,upon which data, heretofore un&vail- 
able, must be had before real advances can be made in 
traffic planning to prevent accidents. 


In addition to special activities that may be under- 
taken in certain cities, the following minimum program has 
been adopted for each city. 


1 - An analysis of the accident experience, with 
particular reference to stadies of nigh accident 
locations. 
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2 — Complete traffic counts to determine the 
amount and distribution of traffic in the city. 


3 - Extensive observations of vehicle speeds 
in different parts of the city to study traffic 
flow. 


4 - Extensive observutions of obedience of 
Stop signs, signals, and other markers as guides 
in establishing the policy for future installation. 


5 - Observations of the obedience shown by 
motorists to officers and school boy patrols both 
at and away from schools. 


PHILADELPHIA BNACTS A NEW TRAFFIC ORDINANCE 


Mr. T. M. Matson, a Member of the Institute and 
Traffic Engineer of the City of Philadelphia, writes us an 
interesting letter regarding the new unified traffic ordinance 
which was adopted in Philadelphia, approved by the Mayor 92n 
March 13tn, and scheduled to become effective on April 15th 
of this year. In Mr. Matson's opinion this action marks a 
definite mile post in trsffic improvement in Philadelphia. 


The new ordinance repeals or replaces all regula- 
tions scattered tarough about fifty previous ordinsnces and 
resolutions dating tack to as early as 1790. Many of these 
regulations heve become antiquated and are inconsistent with 
present day conditions which are entirely different from those 
existing at the time the earlier ordinances were passed. 


The new Philadelphia ordinance will bring traffic 
regulations in the City into complete harmony with the 
recommended "Uniform Traffic Laws". Philadelphia is thus 
taking a very definite step toward national uniformity and 
it is hoped that this action will serve to encourage other 
municipalities to take similar steps. 


The new ordinance accomplishes another very essential 
phese of traffic control in providing a clear statement of the 
actual traffic duties assigned to various city departments. 
The function of traffic engineering and planning, the drafting 
of regulations therewith and tne deternination and use of all 
equioment is assigned to the Department of Public Works, which 
is - "Authorized to make rules for administretion of general 
traffic regulations ......3 establish and designate cross- 
walks, traffic lanes, loading and unloading zones, safety 
zones and prohibited turning movements by apprvpriate signs 
6nd markings; determine and designate the character, location 
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and use of all official traffic equipment, islands, markings, 
or otner appurtenances necessary for traffic regulation and 
direction; 


The Department of Public Safety is charged with tne 
enforcement of traffic regulations and is empowered to esta- 
blish and enforce temporary traffic measures during periods 
of emergency. 


The Electrical Bureau in the Department of Public 
Sefety is instructed to erect and maintain all traffic 
equipment, requiring electrical service. 


The ordinance combines five schsdules, listing nearly 


one thousand separste locations where special regulation re- 
garding parking, one-way streets and "through" streets are 
specified. 


In the preparation of the ordinance every effort has 
been made to provide reasonable reg:ilations and to state them 
in a simple manner, believing thet traffic regulations will to 
a large extent be self-enforcing if they sre designed so as 
to demand public respect. 


NEW ENGLAND SAFETY CONFERENCE 


The subject of Highway Safety will be discussed in 
three sepsrate meetings to be held on Tuesday, May Ist, the 
second day of the New England Safety Conference which will be 
conducted at the Hotel Statler in Boston. The subjects of 
these meetings and the respective Chairnen are as follows: 


Commercial Vehicles - Lloyd Blanchard, Executive 
Secretary of the Goverior's Committee on Street 
and Highway Sefety (Massachusetts) 

Rurél Highway Problems - Clarence P. Taylor, 
Representing the Traffic Engineering Division 
of the Massachusetts Public Works Department 

Safety Education - Carl R. Schrader, Representing 
the Massachusetts Department of Education 


Detailed information regsrding these sessions and the 


respective speakers will be announced about April lst. 


In addition, two Members of the Institute Sidney J. 
Williams, National Director of Safety for the C. W. A., and i. 
Graham Cole, Former New York Director of Safety for the C. W. 
A. will address a session of the Conference which will deal 
specifically with the Federal Projects. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


The Board of Direction requests that all Members 
of the Institute who may be acquainted personally with the 
following applicant, communicate with the Secretary and fur- 
nish him with any information in their possession which may 
aid the Board in determining the eligibility of candidate 
for membership. In tnis connection it is especially important 
that a definite recommendation as to the proper membership 
grade in this case be given, since the grading must be based 
upon tne opinion of those who know the applicant personally 
as well as upon the nature and extent of his professional 
experience. Communications relating to tne applicant are 
considered by the Board as strictly confidential. 


Melvin Jay Bankhead - Traffic Signs#l Engineer, Los Angeles 
County Road Department, Los Angeles, California. Mr. Bankhead 
graduated from Utah State College in 1950, with the degree of 
B. S. in Electrical Physics. Prior to graduation he hed been 
employed in various positions by the Pacific Telephone and 
Telegraph Company, San Francisco, California, for about 2 
years and 3 months. From August to October, 1930, he was Per- 
mit Clerk of the Regional Planning Commission, Los Angeles 
County. Thereafter, until May 1231, he held 4& temporary 
appointment as Inspector of the Los Angeles County Road Depart- 
ment in charge of field construction of traffic signals and 
assisted in preparing signal plans and specificstions. For 

the following three months he acted as Traffic Signal Engineer 
of the Los Angeles County Road Department, under 4 temporary 
appointment. From September, 1951 to date he hss been Traffic 
Signsl Engineer for Los Angeles County in full charge of all 7 
office and field engineering incident to the installation of 
automatic traffic signals. 


Other Applicants - In the February issue of Treffic Engineering 
we listed the names of tne following four applicants: 


Edward Harris Eames Claude Normen Maurer 
Paul L. Green Andrew Zee 


As the Board of Direction has not met since these 
names were published, it has been impossible to take any action 
on them. Accordingly, the Secretary will be glad to receive 
any additional information which any Member may desire to 
furnish concerning the eligibility of these candidates. 


Page four 


4} 
= 
q 
- 
4 
as 
3 
= 
3 re 
i 
4 
= 
a 


a> 


er- 


art- 


per 


ion 


“69 
| 
a 
r~ 
lead 
of 
‘| 
y 
= 
\ 
+ 
| 
\ 
| 


